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Fibropapillomatosis

FIBROPAPILLOMATOSIS (FP) is a panzootic disease
affecting sea turtles worldwide, primarily green
turtles

e Caused by the chelonid alphaherpesvirus 5 (ChHV-5)

e Linked to individuals with immunosuppression due to
environmental and human-based stressors
Presents as both external and internal tumors
Can interfere with an individual's sight, ability to swim,
reproduce, forage, and evade predators

o Individuals with severe tumor loads may have a lower
chance of survival

New models suggest almost all new recruits develop and
recover from FP before emigrating to their adult
foraging habitats

USING PHOTOGRAPHIC ID (PID) to monitor
FP over time
Using unique facial scale patterns for identification, PID
allows us to monitor individuals over time and track the
status of FP tumor growth and remission

e Observation of a variety of trends over time

e Reveal insights of tumor development in wild

populations

CASE STUDY:

STJ0026, also known as Duane, has been observed for several years
revealing interesting observations of tumor growth and remission. A small
ocular FP tumor first appeared in 2021 and grew significantly over the
following two years to a mass roughly the size of the turtle’s head. In 2024,
the tumor was no longer present but the eye appeared to have lost
functionality and the turtle exhibited overall poor body condition. As of
2025, Duane’s body condition appears to have improved and no new
growth has been observed. We will continue to monitor Duane’s status
using PID.
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