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SEA TVETLES OF THE IWORLD

There are seven spedies of sea turtles worldwide. The conservation status of each species ranges

from vilwerable to eritically evdangered.
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SEA TURTLES (0 THE VT

Of the seven species found worldwide, four sea turtle species can be found in the Virgin Tslands, Can you help
them by drawing their habitat? Think about what Haey like +o eat, where they might sleep, aud who else is
around. Draw everything they veed for a comfortable life. Mint: their food choices can be found on another
pAfE of this book:




DID YOU KNOW

SEA TURTLES ARE REPTILES; LIKE HUMANS,
THEY BREATHE AIR. THEY CANNOT BREATHE
UNDERWATER. THEY CAN HOLD THEIR
BREATH FOR 47 HOURS WHILE SLEEPING
AND RESTING.




DRAW A SEA TURTLE

PRAW THE SHE LW

A turte's hard shell is like a shield of armer
pretecting it from predators, The upper shell is
called +he carapace and is streamlined +o glide
through the water.

®

ADDP FLIPPERS §
A HEAD

The frowt flippers act as paddles tHhat move the
turtle through the water. The hind fiippers act as
rudders that steer the turtle, A turte's head has
eyes, a meuwth, and a vose, just like us! Alse like us,
turtles have ears—you just cant see them from
+he surtside,

C\WE THE SHE LL A
PATTE N

# turte’s shell is camouflaged o allow it +o blend
inte the environment. Cav you think of awether
avimal that uses camenflage +o blend in7




FEEDING ADPAPTATIONS

DR A w A LI\NE =
CONNECT ME TOo MY FooD <ourcke)

T have a pointy bird-like beak
that T use to pick my foed
source out of crevices,

Wy Jagoed jaws help me chew
and tear wy food.

Wy scissor-like jaws help me
pierce vy food and my
esophagus is lived with spiny
prongs that help move my
slipper foed +o vy stomacdh,

T have large strong jaws
that help wme crush my
hard food,




LIFE CYCLE WORDSEARCA
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NESTING

Wether furtles emerge at wight to lay their egas on sandy beaches. She digs her vest using her hind
flippers and lays between B0 +o 200 eqgs. After covering her vest, she will return +o Hhe ocean to wait
alvout +we weeks before coming back to lay anether cludeh, She will lay between 2 1o F nests per season.




HATCcHING

Sea turtle hatchlings will incubate for arcund 2 menths before hatching, These hatehlings will wait
for the temperature to drep to emerae from their nest and crawl te the ccean. Can you think of any
Hireats these hatehlings may face on their jorney to the water?




DURING TURTLE NESTING SEASON TO HELP
PROTECT NESTS AND EXAMINE THEM ONCE

VOLUNTEERS PATROL ST. JOHN BEACHES
THEY HAVE HATCHED.

A TEAM OF SCIENTISTS AND TRAINED

DID YOU KNOW
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THREATS KEY

Habitat destroetion con impact a turtle's abilihy +o find food and shelter, Anchors can
disrupt the ecean floor, destreving sea grass beds and coral reefs,
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Artificial iahting can impact mether sea turtes as well as hatchlings by cansing the
turtles +o crawl away from the ocean rather Hhan towards i+, Sea turtes instinetively
crawl towards the brightest spot on the herizon +o reach the water, which was histerically
+he reflective surface of the ccean.

Predators such as ghost crabs and mongoose can eat Hhe eqgs as ey are incubating or the
hatehlings as they are making Haeir way +o the coean.

Birds and predatory fish prey en sea turtles in Haeir early life stages,

Warine debris such as plastic pollution can be eaten by sea turtles and lead +o blockages,
buoyancy issues, digestive issues and death. Sea turtes can alse become entangled in plastic
pollation.

Coastal developmentimpacts sea turtles by destreying nesting habitats, intreducing
artificial lighrting, mcreasing runoff and pollition, as well as increasing hman traffic and
interference with nesting and near-shere turtes,

Sharks con prey on turtes of all ife stages. Large sharks such as Hgers, bulls, and great
whittes are the ouly predators to adult turtes aside from humans,

Boat colfisions lead to serious ijury or death. Sea turtes are rephiles and must breathe air
+o survive. wWhile breathing or basking at the surface of the ecean, they are in danger of
being Wit by speeding boats,

Fishing practices commenly lead +o sea turte mertality, Sea turtes can become +rapped in
nets, swallow hooks, and entangled in long lines,

Harvesting sea turtles is illegal and considered poaching in +he USVE, where all species of
sea turtles are protected under the Endangered Species Act, Unfortunately, ot every
courtry has laws protecting sea turtles and they are still commonly hunted for their meat,
egygs, and shells worldwide,




THREATS CROSS Wor.D
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L. Causes turtles +o go towards Rght rather than to the

oeGaw
H. An avimal that eats other avimals for food

b- Unwanted behaviors that can cavse stress such as
toushing, riding, chasing, or foeding

0. & species that is in danger of becoming extinet

13 A specios that has no living members; wo longer i existence

WorRO BANK

sunscreen
endangered harvest
poaching predator
halsitat medification extinet
artificial fighrting pollurtion
marine delris bvsartoh
harassmewt entanglement
boats

2. The changing of a habitat that disrupts a +urte's
natural behaviors such as feeding, migrating, and
roproducing

8. Uintargeted species acdidentally canglit i e
process of fishing

& ~Trash i +he ocean
% The capturing eor killing of sea turtles and egas for
huinan uses

E.Illﬂgal harvest of a species

Q. The inkrodicton of poisenous or harimful materials
e the enviroument

VLAt high speeds, these can kit turtles as they are
surfacing for air, causing serious injury or death

12. whien & +urtle becomes tangled i something

1ot A chemical lotion Hhat bills coral reefs




LeTTeER CODING 4 SIZAMBLE

USE THE CobE AT THE BOTTeM OF THE
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GLOSSARY

Adaptations - features that help an ergavism become better suited 4o their envirenment

Artificial ighting - man-made sources of lighting
Byeateh — untargeted species accidewtally canght in +he process of fishing
Carapate — e top of a turte’s shell

Cluteh - all of the eqas laid i 4 nest

Conservation status — indicates whether a group of erganisms cuarrently exists and how likely it is +o become

extinet i the wear future

Evdavgered — a species that is m danger of becoming extingt

Entanglement — when a turtls is accidentally tangled in something that is difficutt +o escape from such as a

+urtle wrapped in fishing line or rope

Envirenment — all living and ven-living things that make up an srganism’s surrsumdings
Extinet - a species that has ve living members

Habitat - the watural home or environment of an organism

Habitat destruction/medification — the changing or harming of a hakitat
Harassment — wiwanted behaviors inflicted on ancther animal that canse stress
Harvest — the capturing or Killing of +urtles or their eggs

TIneubation — the process or period of Hime it takes for eggs to develop into hatchiings
Warine debris — trash in the ocean

Wigration — traveling from one area to another for food or mating

Pollition — Hae introduction of poisenous or harmful materials imto the environment

Predator — An animal that Kills and eats anether animal for food




NOT ALL CLASSROOMS HAVE FOUR WALLS

To learn more about Friends of Virgin Islands
National Park youth programs including School
Kids In The Park (SKIP), please visit
www.friendsVINP.org
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Virgin Islands National Park

lllustration and content by Adren Anderson



