HAWKSBILL SEA TURTLE

Eretmochelys imbricata

Did you know?

& Hawksbills are the smallest of the sea turtle species
found in the USVI, weighing on average 100-150
pounds.

They get their name from their narrow, pointy beak
that resembles that of a bird.

Their beaks are used to eat sponges and other
invertebrates, making these turtles an important
part of coral reef ecosystems.

& Hawksbills are the primary nesting turtles of St.
John.
& |n 2019, we had 29 confirmed hawksbill nests.
& They can nest year-round, although peak season is
August-November in the USVI.
# Sea turtles will return to their natal beach (where What YOU cam do to help save sea
they were born) and lay 3-5 nests per season. turtles:
& These turtles lay 100-200 ping-pong sized eggs in .
each nest that incubate for around 55-75 days. * Keep y.our d|star.1ce (9 ) When'
# Nesting females can lay 750-800 eggs within a 2- alongside them in the water. Don't
month period. touch, feed, or ride them!
& They prefer isolated island beaches with vegetation SAY NO to single use plastics
to lay their eggs, making St. John a perfect nesting Use reusable grocery bags, water

place. bottles, and containers
Eat sustainable seafood to reduce
bycatch and overharvesting

Support organizations like the
FVINP and the Sea Turtle Program
Wear reef safe sunscreen
Practice safe boating
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