
 

 

 

GREEN SEA TURTLE 

 

Did you know? 

 The green turtle is the largest species of hard-
shelled turtles, and is the second largest of all sea 
turtles. 

 St. John is an important foraging ground for 
juvenile and subadult green sea turtles. Many of 
the bays, such as Maho Bay, are known for these 
commonly found grazing turtles. 

 Greens are primarily herbivorous (vegetarian) and 
eat either sea grass or sea algae. 

 Due to a plant based diet, this turtle gets its name 
from the greenish color of their fat. 

 The first green sea turtle nest on St. John was first 
officially documented in 2017, and has been 
observed each subsequent year. 

 1 in 1,000 hatchlings make it to maturity, which can 
be 30 years of age. 

 
 

Chelonia mydas 

PROTECT. PRESERVE. CONNECT 

 

What YOU can do to help save sea 

turtles: 
 

o Keep your distance (6 feet) when 

alongside them in the water. Don’t 

touch, feed, or ride them! 

o SAY NO to single use plastics  

o Use reusable grocery bags, water 

bottles, and containers 

o Eat sustainable seafood to reduce 

bycatch and overharvesting 

o Support organizations like the 

FVINP and the Sea Turtle Program 

o Wear reef safe sunscreen 

o Practice safe boating 

 


